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Tf th abe ſhall en againſt thee, go and tell im 
| 4s fault between thee and him 158 lie wilt 
hear thee thou haſt gained thy brother, © 


: But if he will not hear, take with thee one or two- 7 
more, that by the mouth of two or three witneſſes, 
_ every word may be eftabliſhed. © 5 


And if he will not hear them, tell it to the church * 
. but if he wnll not hear the church, let him be to 
thee as an Heathen Man and a Publican. 


IPE AK evil of no man, ſays the great Apoſtle; 
as plain a command as Thou ſhalt do no murder. 

But who even among Chriſtians regards this 
command Yea, how few are there, that ſo much 
as underſtand it? What is evil-ſbeaking? It is not, 
(as ſome ſuppoſe) the ſame with lying or ſlandering. 
All a man ſays, may be as true as the bible; and 
yet the ſaying of it is evikſpeaking. For evil- 
ſpeaking is neither more nor leſs, than ſpeaking evil 
of an abſent perſon : relating ſomething evil Which 
was really done or ſaid, by one that is not preſent 
when it is related. Suppoſe, having ſeen a man 
drunk or heard him curſe or ſwear, Ftell this when he 
is abſent, it is evil-ſpeaking. In our language this is 
alſo by an extremely proper name termed bactbiting. 
Nor is there any material difference between this, ane 
what we uſually ftile tale-bearing, If the tale be deli- . 
vered in a ſoft and quiet manner, (perhaps with ex- 
preſſions of cesd- wilt to the perſon, and of 1 4 
PW. i AS: 1 


[ONE #) 7 
that things may not be quite ſo bad) then we call it 
whiſpering, But in whatever manner it be done, the 
thing is the ſame; the ſame in ſubſtance if not in 
circumſtance. Still it is evil-ſpeaking; ſtill this 
command, Speak evil of no man, is trampled under 
foot, if we rolate to another the fault of a third per- 
ſon, when he is not preſent to anſwer for himſelf, 
2. And how extremely common is this fin, 
among all .orders and degrees of men? How do 
high and low, rich and poor, wiſe and fooliſh, 
learned and unlearned, run into it continually ? 
Perſons who differ from each other in all thingselſe, 
nevertheleſs agree in this. How few are there that 

can teſtify before God, I am clear in this matter: 
1 have always ſet a watch before my mouth, and 
kept'the door of my lips?“ What converſation do 
you hear, of any conſiderable length, whereof evil- 
ſpeaking is not one ingredient? And that, even among 
perſons, who in the general have the fear of God be- 
fore their eyes, and do really deſire to have a conſci- 
ence void of offence toward God and toward. man. 
g. And the very commonneſs of this fin, makes it 
4 be avoided. As we are incompaſſed with 
it on every ſide, ſo if we are not deeply ſenſible of the 
danger, and continually guarding againſt it, we are 
liable.to be carried away by the torrent. In this in- 
ance, almoſt the whole of mankind is, as it were, in 
a conſpiracy againſt us. And their example ſteals up- 
on us we know not how ; fo that we inſenſibly ide 
into the imitation of it. Beſides, it is recommended. 
from within as well as from without. There is ſcarce 
any wrong temper in the mind of man, which may 
not be occaſionally gratified- by it, and conſequently. 
inchneustoit. It gratifies our pride, to relate thoſe. 
faults of others, whereof we think ourſelves not to be 
guilty. Anger, reſentment, and all unkind tempers. 
are indulged, by ſpeaking againſt thoſe with whomwe. , 
are diſpleaſed, And in many caſes,. by reciting p43 
18 e fins 


Vcc. 


ſins of their neighbours, men indulge-their own. 
Fooliſh and hurtful deſirer. e 


4. Evil-ſpeaking is the more difficult to be avoid 
ed, becauſe it frequently attacks us in diſguſe. We 
ſpeak thus, out of a noble, generous (tis well if we do 
not ſay, holy) indignation againſt theſe vile creatures! 
We commit din, from mere hatred of fin ! We ſerve ._ 

the devil; out of pure zeal for God ! It is merely in 
order to-puniſh the wicked, that we run into this 
wickedneſs, So do the paſſions (as one ſpeaks) all 
juſlify themſelves,” and palm fin upon us, under the. 

vetof Raine!!! RE bo? gre 


5. But is there no way to avoid'the-ſnare ? Un- 
queſtionably there is. Our bleſſed Lord has marked“ 
out a plain way for his followers, in the words above 


recited, None who wearily and ſteadily walk in this 


path, will-ever- fall into evil-ſpeaking. This rule is 
either an infallible preventive, or a certain cure of it. 
In the preceding verſes our Lord had ſaid, Woe to the 
world: becauſe of offences. Unſpeakable miſery wilt- 
ariſe in the world from this baleful fountain. (Ofen- 
ces are, all things whereby any one is turned out of, or 
hindered in, the ways of God.) For it muſt be that 
offences come. Such is the nature of things: ſuch 
the weakneſs, folly and wickednefs of mankind. 


But woe to that man, miſerable is that man, by whom 


the offence cometh, Wherefore if thy hand, thy foot, 
thine eye cauſe thee to offend If the moſt dear enjoy- 
ment, the moſt beloved and uſeful perſon, turn thee- 
out of, or hinder thee in the way, pluck it out, cut * 
them off, and caft them from thee But how. can-we 
avoid giving offence to ſome, and being offended at 
others? Eſpecially ſuppoſe they are quite in the wrong, 
and we ſee it with our own eyes? Our Lord here tea- 
ches us how: he lays down aſure method of avoiding 


offences and evil-ſpeaking together. I thy brether- 


Hall fin againſt thee, go- and tell him of his fault, between 
thee and hom alone; if he wilt hear thee, thou haſt gained: 
| » | 3. a ; 2 
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thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, tale with 


thee one or two more, that by the mouth of two or three 
witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed, And if he wilt 
not hear them, tell it to the church; but if he will not 

hear the church, let him be to thee as an Heathen man and 
_ Publican. | 15. 45 5 


1. 1. Firſt, I thy brother ſhall ſin againſt ther, go 
and tell him of tas fault, between thee and him alone. 


The moſt literal way of following this firſt rule, 


where it is practicable, is the beſt. I herefore if thou 
ſeeſt with thine own eyes a brother a fellow-chriſtian 
commit undeniable fin, or heareſt it with thine own. 


ears, ſo that it is impoſſible for thee to doubt the fact, 


then thy part is plain: take the very firſt opportunity 
of going to him: and if thou canſt have acceſs, tell him 
of his fault between thee and him alone. Indeed great 


Care is to be taken, that this is done in a right ſpirit, 


and ina right manner. The ſucceſs of a reproof great» 
ly depends on the ſpirit wherein it is given. Be not 
therefore wanting in earneſt prayer to God, that it may 


be given in a lowly ſpirit: with a deep, piercing 


conviction, that it is God alone who maketh thee to 
differ, and that if any good be done by what is now 
ſpoken, God doth it himſelf. Pray, that he would. 
guard thy heart, enlighten thy mind, and direct thy 
tongue to ſuch words as he may pleaſe to bleſs, See 

that thou ſpeak in a meek as well az a lowly ſpirit: 

For the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 

God. If he be overtaken in a fault, he can no other- 
wiſe be reſtored than in the ſpirit of mecknejs, If he 
oßhoſes the truth he cannot be brought to the knowledge 
thereof, but by gentlene/s, Still ſpeak in a ſpirit of 
tender love, which many waters cannot quench. If love 
is not conquered, it conquers all things; who can 

6l:me torce of-loyer - nw 2 


Love can bow down the ſtubborn neck, 
- .., . The ſtone to fleſh convert; NEO 
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* Soften and melt and pierce and break 8175 = 


An adamantine heart. 


Confirm then your love toward him, arid you will 
thereby heap coals of fire upon lus head. WF 


2. But ſee that the manner alſo wherein you ſpeak, 
be according to the goſpel of Chriſt. Avoid every 
thing in look, geſture, word and tone of voice, 
that ſavours of pride or ſelf-ſufficiency, Studiouſly 
avoid every thing magiſterial or dogmatical, every 
thing that looks like arrogance or aſſuming. Be- 
ware of the molt diſtant approach to diſdain. Over- 
bearing, or contempt, With equal care avoid all ap- 
rance of anger, and though you uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech, yet let there be no reproach, no railing. 


accuſation, no token of any warmth, but that of 


love. Above all, let there be no ſhadow of kate or 
ill-will, no bitterneſs or ſourneſs of expreſſion; but 
uſe the air and language of ſweeingſs as well as gen⸗ 

tleneſs, that all may appear to flow from love in the 
heart. And yet this ſweetneſs need not hinder your 
ſpeaking in the moſt ſerious and folemn manner: as 
far as may be, in the very words of the oracles of 
God, (ſor ther are none like them) and as under the 


eye of him who is coming to judge the quick and 


r Op 

g. If you have not an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
him in perſon, or cannot have acceſs, you ny lo it 
by a meſſenger; by a common friend, in whole pru- 
dence, as well as uprightneſs, you can throughly 
confide, Such a perſon, ſpeaking in your name, and in” 
the ſpirit and manner above deſcribed, may anſwer 
the ſame end, and in a good degree ſupply your lack 
of ſervice, Only beware you do not fergn the want 
of opportunity, in order to ſhun the croſs: neither 
take it for granted, that you cannot have acceſe, with-" 
out ever making the trial. Whenever you can ſpeak . 


in your own perſon, it is far better. But you ſhould 1 


| rather : 


PRE. 


rather do it by another than not at all: this way is 
better than none, CCC 


4. But what if you can neither ſpeak yourſelf nor 


find ſuch a meſſenger as you can confide in ? If this 
be really the caſe, it then only remains, to write, 
And there may be fome circumſtances, which make 
this the moſt adviſeable way of ſpeaking. One of 

theſe circumſtances is, when theperſon with whom we 
have to do, is of ſo warm and impetuous a temper, 
as does not eaſily bear reproof, eſpecially from an 
equal or inſerior. But it may be ſo introduced and 
ſoftened in writing, as to make it far more tolerable, 
Beſides many will read the very ſame words, which 
they could not bear to hear. It does not give fo vio- 
lent a ſhock to their pride, nor ſo ſenſibly touch their 
honour. And ſuppoſe it makes little impreſſion at 


firſt, they will perhaps give it a ſecond reading, and 


upon farther conſideration, lay itto heart, what before 


they diſregarded. -If you add your name, this is 


nearly the ſame thing, as going to him, and ſpeaking 
in perſon. And this ſhould always be done, unleſs it 
be rendered improper by ſome very particular reaſon.. 


a 5 Ir ſhould be well obſerved, not onlythat this is a 


ſtep which our Lord abſolutely commands us to take, 
but that he commands us to take this ſtep fiiſt, before 


we attempt any other. No alternative is allowed, no 
choice of any thing elſe: this is the way; walk 


thou in it. It is true, he enjoins us, if need require, 


to take two other ſteps. But they are to be taken 


ſucceſſively after this ſtep, and neither of them before- 
it. Much leſs are we to take any other ſtep, either» 


before, or beſide this. Te. do any thing elſe; or 
not. to do this, is therefore equally inexcuſable. 


6. Do not think. to exeufe yourſelf for taking am 


entirely different ſtep, by ſay ing, Why, I did not 
ſpeak to any one, till I was ſo burdened that I could 


not refrain.“ You was burdened! It was no wender 


? 
ö 
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] 
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others and himſelf at the 


ty 


you ſhould ; unleſs your conſcience. was ſeared. For 


you was under the guilt of fin, of diſobeying à plain 
commandment of God, You ought immediately to 
have gone and told your brother of his fault between 
you and him alone. If you did not, how ſhould you be 
other than burdened (unleſs your heart was utterly 
hardened) while you was trampling the command of 
God under foot, and hating your brother in your heart ? 


And what a way have you found to unburden yourſelf? | 


God reproves you for a ſin of omiſſion, for not telling 
your brother of his fault; and you comfort yourſelf 
under his reproof, by a fin of commiſſion, by telling 


your brother's fault to another perfon ! Eaſe bought 


by fin is a dear purchaſe : I truſt in God you will 
have no caſe, but will be burdened ſo much the more 


ſe, 


7. 1 know but of one exception to this rule. 


There may be a peculiar caſe, wherein it is neceſſary 


to accuſe the guilty tho' abſent, in order to preſerve 


the innocent. For inſtance: you are acquainted: with 
the deſign Which a man has againft the property or 


life of his neighbour. Now the caſe may be ſo cir- 


cumſtanced, that there is no other way of hindering 
that deſign, from taking effect, but the making it 


known without delay, to him againſl whom it is laid. 


In this caſe therefore this rule is ſet aſide, as is that of 


the Apoltle, Speak evil 4 no man : arid it is lawful, 
ea it is our bounden duty, to ſpeak evil of an ab- 
ſent perſon; in order to prevent his doing evil, to 
. time. But remember 

mean while, that all evil-ſpeaking is, in its on na- 
ture deadly poiſon. Therefore if you ate ſometimes 
conſtrained to uſe it as a medicine, yet uſe it with 
fear and trembling ; ſeeing it is ſo dangerous a me- 
dicine, that nothing but abſolute neceſſity can excuſe 
your uling it at all. Accordingly uſe it as ſeldom as 


poſſible ; never but when there is ſuch a neceſſity : 
and even then ule as little of i as is poſſible ; SE 
TTC much 


till, you go to your brother, and tell him, and no one 


e 


much as is neceſſary Fav this end propoſed. At all | | 
other times, go and teil him of his fault between thee' and 


11. 2. But het if he will not hear p If he repay. 


evil for good? If he be enraged rather than convin- 
ced ? What if he hear to no purpoſe, and go on ſtill 
in the evil of his way? We muſt expect this will fre- 
quently be the caſe; the mildeſt andtendereſt reproof, 
will have no effect, but the bleſſing we wiſhed for 
another, will return into our own boſom. And what 
are we to do then? Our Lord has given us a clear and 
full direction. Then take with thee one or tuo more: 
This is the ſecond ſtep. Take one or two whom you 


know to be of a loving ſpirit, lovers of God and of 


their neighbour. See likewiſe that they be of a lowly 


fpirit, and clothed with humility. Let them alſo be ſuch 


as are meek and gentle, patient and long- ſuffering; 
not apt to return evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 

cont rarywiſe bleſſing. Let them be men of ungerttand. 
ing, ſuch as are endued with wiſdom from above; 


and men unbiaſſed, free from partiality, free from 
prejudice of any kind. Care ſhould like wiſe he taken, 


that both the perſons and their characters be well- 
known to him. And let thoſe that are acceptable to 
him be choſen, preferable to any others. . 


2. Love will dictate the manner wherein they 


ſhould proceed, according to the nature of the caſe. 
Nor can any one particular manner be preſcribed for 
all caſes, But perhaps in general one might adviſe, 


before they enter upon the thing itſelf, let them-mild- 
ly and affe&ionately declare, that they have no anger 


or prejudice toward him, and that it is merely ſrom a 
principle of good-will, that they now come, or at all 
concern themſelves with his affairs, To make thisthe 
more apparent, they might then calmly attend, to your 


repetition of your former converſation with him, and 
to what he now ſaid in his own defence, be fore they 
attempted to determine any thing. After this they 


would 


a £ © 2A © 
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would be better able to judge, in what m anner to pro- 
ceed, that by ene mouth of two or. three witneſſes, 
word might bt eſtabliſied: that whatever you have aid 


e eee eee eee 


their authority. N 
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g. In order to this, may they not 1. Briefly repeat 


what you ſpoke, and what he anſwered? 2, Inlarge 
upon, open and confirm the reaſon which you had 
given p g. Give weight to your reproof, ſhewing 
how juſt, how kind, and how ſeaſonable it was: anc 

laſtly, Inforce the adviees and perſwaſions which you 


had annext'to it? And theſe may likewiſe hereafter, 
if need ſhould require, bear witnels. of What was 


ſpoken | | LE 
4. With regard to this, as well as the preceding 


rule We may obſerve, that our Lord gives us no. - 


choice, leaves us no alternative, but expreſely” com- 
mands us, To do this, and nothing elſe in theplac 


of it. He likewiſe direQs us, When to do this? _ 


Neither ſooner, nor later. Namely, after we have 
taken the firſt, and before we have taken the third 


ſtep. It is then only that we are authorized to relate 
the evil another has done, to thoſe whom we defire 


to bear a part with us, in this great inſtance of bro- 
therly love. But let us have a care, how we relate 
it to any other perſon, till both theſe _ have been 


taken. If we negle& to take theſe, ar if we take any 


others, what wonder if we are burdened ſtill ? For 


we are ſinners againſt God and againſt our neighbour, 


And how fairly ſoever we may colour it, yet if we 
have an' cience, our fin will find us out, and 


bring a burden upon our ſoul. 
475: To £44 * * 1 15 


III. 1. That we may be throughly inſtrukted in 
this weighty affair, our Lord has given us a {till far- 


ther direction. If ke will not hear them, then and 
not till then, tell it to the church, This is the third 
| ep, All the queſtion is, How this word, the church, 

e | FR goa | is 


* 


(8) 
is here to be underſiosd ꝰ But the yery nature of the 


thing will determine this beyondalt reaſonable. doubt. F 
You cannot tell it to the national. church, the whole I 
body of men termed the church of England. Neither 


would it anſwer any Chriſtian end, if you could: 


this therefore is not the meaning of the word, Nei- 


ther can you tell it to that Whole body of people in 
England, with whom you have a more immediate con- 
nexion. Nor indeed would this anſwer any good end: 


the word therefore is not to be underſtood thus. It 


would not anſwer any valuable end, to tell the faults 
of.every particular member, to the church (if you 
would ſo term it) the congregation or ſociety united 
together in London. It remains that you tell to the 
elder or elders of the church, to thoſe who are over- 
ſeers of that flock of Chriſt, to which you both be- 
long, who watch over your's and his ſoul, a6 they 
that muſt give account. And this ſhould be done, if it 
conveniently can, in the preſence of the perſon con- 
cerned, and tho' plainly, yet with all the tender - 
neſs and love, which the nature of the thing will admit. 
It properly belongs to their office, to determine con- 
cerning the behaviour of thoſe under their care, and 
to rebuke according to the demerit of the offence, witk 
all authority... When thereſore you have done this, 
ou have done all which the word ef God, or the 
= of love requireth of you. You are not now par- 
taker of his ſin, but if he periſh, his blood is on his 


own head. n 


4 


2. Here alſo let it be obſerved, that this, and no 
other, is the third ſtep which we are to take: and 
that we are to take it in its order, aſter the other twaz 
not before the ſecond, much leſs the firſt; unleſs in 
ſome very particular circumſtance. Indeed in one 


caſe, the ſecond ſtep may coincide with this: they 


may be, in a manner, one and the ſame. The elder 


or elders of che church, may be ſo connected With the 


offending brother, that they may ſet aſide the 
neceſſity, and ſupply the place of the one or tas 
£ | VMuoitneſſes, 
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1 
witneſſes, So that it may ſuffice to tell it to them, - 
after you have told it to your brother, between you and 


g- When you have done this, you have delivered 
your own ſoul, , he will not hear the church, if he 
erfiſt in his lin, let him be to thee as an heathen man 
and a Publican. You are under no obligation to think 
of him any more: only when you commend him to 
God in prayer. You need not ſpeak of him any 
more, but leave him to his own Maſter, Indeed you 
ſtill owe to him, as to all other Heathens, earneſt, ten- 
der good-will. You owe him courteſy, and as occa- 
ſion offers, all the offices of humanity. But have no 
friendſhip, no familiarity with. him ; no other inter- 


courſe than with an open Heathen, 


4. But if this be the rule by which Chriftians 
walk, which is the land where the Chriſtians live? A 
few you may poſſibly find ſcattered up and down, who 
make a conſcience of obſerving it. But how very 
few? Howthinly ſcattered upon the face of the earth? 
And where is there any body of men, that univerſally . 
walk thereby ? Can we find them in Europe? Or, to 
go no farther, in Great Britain or Ireland ? I fear not: 
J fear we may ſearch theſe, kingdoms throughout, 
and yet ſearch in vain. Alas for the Chriſtian world! 


Alas for Proteſtants, for reformed Chriſtians! .0 who 


will rife up with me againſt the wicked? Who, will take _ 
God's part againſt the evil-ipeakers? Art thou the 
man; by the grace of God wilt thou be one, who 
art not carried away by the torrent? Art thou fully 
determined, God being thy helper, from this very 
hour, to ſet a watch, a continual watch before thy 
mouth, and keep the door of thy lips? From this hour 
wilt thou walk by this rule, ſpeaking evil of no man? 
If thou ſeeſt thy brother do evil, wilt thou tell him of 
his fault between thee and him alone? Afterwards take 
one or two witneſſes, and then only tell it to the church? 
If chis be the full * of thy heart, then learn 


- one 


e 
one leſſon well. Hear evil of no man : if there 


were no hearers, there would be no ſpeakers of evil, | 


And isnot (according to the vulgar proverb) the re- 


ceiver as bad as the thief? If then any begin to ſpeak | 


evil in thy hearing, check him immediately. Refuſe 
to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never ſo 
ſweetly: let him uſe ever ſo ſoft a manner, ſo mild 
an accent, ever ſo many profeſſions of good-will, for 
him whom he is ſtahbing in the dark, whom he ſmit- 
eth under the fifth rib, Reſolutely refuſe to hear, 
though the whiſperer complain of being burdened till 
he ſpeak, | Burdened : thou fool, doſt thou travail 
with thy 'curſed "ſecret, as a woman travaileth with 
child ? Go then and be delivered of thy burden, in 


the way the Lord hath ordained, - Firſt, Go and tell 


ty brother of his fault, between thee and him alone. 
Next, Take with thee oneor two common friends, and 
tell him in their preſence. If neither of theſe Reps 
tale effect, then fell it to the church. But at the peril 
of thy ſoul, tell it to no one elſe, either before or af- 
ter. Unleſs in that one exempt caſe, when it is ab- 
ſolutely needful, to preſerve the innocent. Why 


ſhouldſt thou burden another as well as thyſelf, by | 


mah ing him partaker of thy fin? 


5. O that all you who bear the reproach of 
Chriſt, who are in derifion called Methodiſts, would 
ſet an example to the Chriſtian world, ſo called, at 
leaſt in this one inſtance! Put ye away evil-ſpeaking, 
tale: beating, whiſpering : let none of them proceed 
out of your mouth. See that you peak evil of 'no 
man; of the abſent nothing but good. If ye mult 
_ be diſtinguiſhed, whether ye will or no, let this bethe 

diſtinguiſhing mark of a Methodiſt, He cenſures no 

man behind his back: by this fruit ye may know 

him.“ What a bleſſed effect of this ſelf-denial ſhould 
we quickly feel in our hearts? How would our peace 


- flow as a river, when we thus followed peace with al 


men? How would the love of God abound in our 
own fouls, while we thus confirmed our love to our 


brethren? 
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brethren? And what an effect would it have on all that 
were united together in the name of the Lord Jeſus ? 
How would brotherly love continually increaſe, when 
this grand hindrance of it was removed? All the 
members of Chriſt's myſlical body would then naty- 
rally care for each other? I one member ſuffered, all 
would fuffer with it; if one was honoured all would re- 
Joice with it: and every one would love his brother 
with a pure heart fervently, Nor is this all: but what 
an effect might this have, even on the wild, unthinking 
world? How ſoon would they deſcry in us, what they 
could not find among all the thouſands of their bre- 
thren, and cry (as Julian the apoſtate to his Heathen 
courtiers) * See how theſe Chriſtians love one ano- 


ther!” By this chiefly would God convince the world, 


and prepare them alſo for his kingdom: as we may 
eaſily learn from thoſe remarkable words in our Lord's 
laſt, ſolemn prayer. I pray for them. who will believe 
in me, that they all may be.one, as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee—That the world may believe that 
thou haſt ſent me! The Lord haſten the time! The 
Lord enable us, thus to love one another, not only 
in word and in tongue, but in deed and in truth, even as 
Chriſt hath loved us, 8 . 
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